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PRIVATE J. was admitted to a Military Hospital in London, in January, 1916 , suffering from extreme rheumatoid arthritis. He was much emnaciated. Practicallv all joints were affected, so that he was unable to walk or feed himself. He was morose and would give little information about himself.
On examination there was a profuse offensive discharge from the left ear, and the middle ear was filled with granulations. There was some tenderness over the mastoid, and a tendency to spontaneous nystagmus in both directions. Bone conduction was apparently present on the left side, but little value could be placed on tests owing to his mental condition.
After some hesitation he consented to operation. On the middle ear being exposed the base of a bullet could be seen just below the promontory. With some difficulty a complete rifle bullet was extracted, the point of which must have been in close relation with the carotid artery. No sign of fracture of the external auditory meatus was seen.
Next morning the sister showed him the bullet and he immediately said: "There, I always told them it was-there, but no one would believe me." He was very pleased, and his mentality immediately changed for the better. He told us that he was in a wood near Ypres, in October, 1914, when he felt a " clack " in his ear. He fell down for a moment and then went back with his comrades. As there was some bleeding from the ear he was sent to Rouen, where he was X-rayed, but nothing was seen. His ear started to discharge and his joints commenced to be affected. He was sent home, and transferred from hospital to hospital, until he was eventually pensioned.
He made an uninterrupted recovery as regards the ear. His joints also improved, so that he is able to live an ordinary life.
The points of interest are: (1) the length of time, fifteen months, the bullet was retained in the ear; (2) the absence of fracture of the meatus; (3) the rapid occurrence of rheumatoid arthritis and its disappearance on removal of the septic focus.
